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ASSOCIATION UPDATE 
 

Neighbors, 
We were hoping to start off our new post-covid Association 
meeting in person at Rebus Works. And then Delta came along and 
laughed at our plans.  So, we have made a slight change to our 
plans and decided to go hybrid (no word yet on if it will lower 
greenhouse gasses). We are still going to meet at Rebus at 7pm on 
Tuesday August 17.  But we are going to offer a Zoom call-in option 
for neighbors who may not be ready for in-person meetings.  It 
comes with a technological caveat – we do not have the equipment 
to provide a seamless hybrid meeting. If you attend by Zoom, I 
think you can expect it will be difficult to hear at times. And be-
cause it will not be easy to hear the callers either, any questions 
from the zoom attendees will need to go through the chat function, 
which Michael Dunn will ably monitor.  
Some things to look for at this month’s association meeting are: 
information about the Best of Boylan raffle and its fantastic prizes, 
updates from the Bus Rapid Transit and ArtWalk Committees. 
The Zoom link for the meeting is:  
Topic: Boylan Heights Neighborhood Association  
Time: Aug 17, 2021, 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/85244355383?
pwd=NmZGK3o1UzVxbUppdmtsTUNwcmNIUT09 
Meeting ID: 852 4435 5383 
Passcode: E1SH2N 
 
Don Davis BHNA President 
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WELCOME, NEW NEIGHBORS! 
 

We have quite a few new neighbors in the hood…If you are a new 
neighbor, please email president@boylanheights.com. We would 
love to welcome you and have you join our listserv and FB group! 
You are also welcome to join us at our monthly neighborhood 
meetings every third Tuesday at 7pm at Rebus Works or via Zoom!  
Hugh and Julia Ellard at 707 Florence Street have moved to Zurich 
for the next year or so and rented out their home to three gentle-
men. Brennan, who owns Raleigh Paint & Improvement; Nate, who 
also has his own company in online marketing, and Connor, who is 
studying at Wake Tech to be electrician. 
Kristen & Joseph with dog Abby (7). Have moved in at 706 Florence. 
She works from home in Public Health for UNC and he works as a 
lawyer for the state. They both went to UNC and have moved here 
from the Chapel Hill area. 
Grae is the last of the newbies on Florence at 709, the blue shot-
gun. He moved here from New Orleans and is an engineer.  
On Boylan Ave at 727 we have two dentist, Antin and Anthony, 
along with their dog Norman. They moved here from Ft. Lauderdale 
but went to UNC prior to that jaunt. 

WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT 
 

In the past, some women in the neighborhood 
have had dinner together once a month, and as COVID seemed to 
be ending, I restarted the group. We used to be called Women’s 
Night Out and will keep that name until someone suggests some-
thing different. In the past, we mostly went to restaurants, but so 
far, we have been having potlucks at different houses (we have met 
twice so far, and a third meeting is scheduled for August 23). 
We meet once a month, on either a Monday, Tuesday, or Wednes-
day evening at 6:30 (we will rotate through MTW). The group size 
has varied from 12 to 18 (in the past it was smaller, and it may 
shrink as people get busier). We used to choose restaurants in 
walking distance, and some people have gathered at the bridge to 
walk together.  If we return to restaurants, we will continue that. 
Laura Brown used to maintain a mailing list and to choose loca-
tions; I am creating a new list (Kris Troost, kktroost@me.com) and 
recruiting volunteer hosts (in addition to August, I have someone 
lined up for September). I currently have 41 names on the list, a mix 
of new and longtime residents. If you would like to be on the mail-
ing list, please email or text me with an email address (919-218-
3865). I would appreciate knowing if you are comfortable eating in 
restaurants; I think we may stick to potlucks for the foreseeable 
future, however. Some people are anxious about the Delta variant, 
and many have liked the relaxed environment of sitting outside. 

BEST OF BOYLAN FUNDRAISER: FOR THE CHILDREN 
 

Remember the highly successful Best of Boylan silent auction fund-
raising event held last fall? Well, we're bringing it back with a re-
newed purpose. This year, we’ve refined our goal to focus on sup-
porting children. Our vision: For half of the proceeds raised to fund 
neighborhood programming for our children, such as arts and 
dance workshops, social events, camping trips, nature themed les-
sons, etc. The other half of the funds will support children in our 
community via nonprofits like Backpack Buddies, Cecilia Rawlins 
Fund, and the Lucy Daniels Center.  
This Spring 2022, you can look forward to an incredible silent auc-
tion similar to last year’s. To tide you over until then, we’re excited 
to announce a mini fundraiser/kickoff event: the Best of Boylan 
Raffle! Enter to win a fall weekend stay at one of two wonderful 
vacation homes, both of which have been generously donated by 
neighborhood residents. Winners will be chosen September 1. 
Please see the accompanying flyer for more information about how 
to buy tickets or donate. Good luck and thanks for supporting Best 
of Boylan! 

BUS RAPID TRANSIT - MEETING WITH THE CITY 
 

On 7/26, neighbors from the BRT subcommittee met virtually with 
City staff and their consultant partners to learn more about the 
Western Blvd BRT project design as well as the long-term vision put 
forward in the Draft Corridor Study. We learned additional details 
related to the BRT station at Boylan Avenue (i.e., lighting, sound, 
positioning in the median); discussed pedestrian connectivity con-
siderations along Dorothea Drive, traffic flow within the neighbor-
hood, and the importance of maintaining a buffer between the 
neighborhood and Western Blvd. We reiterated our desire to work 
collaboratively with the city with a shared goal of improving the 
neighborhood and city as a whole.  

mailto:president@boylanheights.com
mailto:kktroost@me.com
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BOYLAN HEIGHTS ASSOCIATION MEETING AGENDA 
Tuesday, August 17, 2021  

7:00pm at Rebus Works with additional Zoom attendees  
 
Agenda  
I. Welcome and Meet Your Neighbors  
II. Approval of Agenda and Minutes  
III. Police Report  
IV. Financial Report  
V. Committee Updates  
 a. BRT Committee 
 b. ArtWalk Committee  
VI.  Old Business – Neighborhood T-shirts 
VII. New Business – Best of Boylan Raffle; Oaks and Spokes 

BOYLAN HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
Boylan Heights Board Meeting 
June 15th, 2021 @7pm via Zoom 
Welcome & Meet Your Neighbors: Dan Dunbar - Vice-President, 
Melissa Bailey - Past President, John Bush - Treasurer, Michael 
Dunn - Secretary, Susan Thompson - At-Large, Officer Winkle, Ser-
geant Jeff Burgess (RPD), Captain Jon Wood (RPD), Charlie Queen, 
Alison Hutchins, Anthony Gragg, Astin Barnes, Mike Motsinger, 
Corny Motsinger, Jay Spain, Travis Bailey 
Approval of Agenda & Previous Month's Minutes: Last month's 
minutes and this month's agenda were both approved and se-
conded. 
Police Report: Officer Winkle shared that nothing jumped out on 
the crime pattern. On June 1st there was a robbery on Kinsey St. 
The suspect fled north and possibly west. Good surveillance foot-
age should help to identify him. Officer Winkle asked that if any-
one knows any college graduates looking for a job, RPD is hiring. 
Forward them his info if they're interested at all in Law Enforce-
ment. He added that RPD is participating in National Night Out and 
can make arrangements to have police presence if the neighbor-
hood would like to host a walk as in the past. Sgt. Burgess (new 
community sergeant) introduced himself. He has experience in 
community policing. Capt. Wood, the new commander for DTR, 
also introduced himself. He was formerly in the detective division. 
If there are questions about investigations and crime prevention, 
he would be happy to meet with the neighborhood or answer 
questions privately. 
Financial Report: John Bush provided an update. May was a light 
month in terms of income and expenses. $5 income. BHNA spent 
$41 for storage and $99 for the National Wildlife Federation fee to 
support the effort to have the neighborhood certified by NWF, 
which was paid from the beautification fund. BHNA also spent 
$100 in gift certificates for outgoing board members. 
BRT Report: Alison Hutchins provided an update on the neighbor-
hood's response to the recent BRT project report. On Friday 6/11 
Alison submitted the neighborhood's comments to Mila Vega (CoR 
Transportation), Councilmember Stormie Forte, and the City Man-
ager regarding the draft BRT plan. She offered thanks to the group 
of neighbors who came together quickly, read the report, and pro-
vided feedback and questions to the city. When the City responds, 
Alison will share with the BHNA. June 14th is the deadline for pub-
lic comment, and we would expect to hear from CoR soon. If not, 
Alison will reach out. The next step might be a working group 
meeting to work through questions raised in the letter sent to the 
city. Alison added that she would share the letter to the neighbor-
hood listserv. It will be important to engage collaboratively with 
the city as the plan further develops. 
Acorn Avengers (Environmental Stewardship): John Bush gave an 
update on the committee's activity. The group meets monthly. 
They recently held an event promoting milkweed gardens to en-
courage butterflies at Rebus Works and Ray Lanier Park. Around 30 

people participated. The committee is hoping for a variety of pro-
grams on a monthly basis. They continue to encourage residents to 
certify their yards so the neighborhood can meet the standard. 17 
yards have been certified, with a goal of 40. 
Archives Committee: Michael Dunn gave an update on the com-
mittee's activities. The committee is continuing to promote the 
neighborhood survey and has received 36 responses with many peo-
ple indicating interest in learning about the history of their houses or 
sharing stories, photos, or other information. Dan Dunbar offered to 
share some brochures made for the Tours and Tunes event, which 
involved an architect documenting things about different homes. 
Alison Hutchins asked if the committee has considered documenting 
current materials. Michael responded that they are still forming the 
framework for data collection but are interested in documenting 
current events for future residents to look back on and have as rec-
ord. 
Board Business: Dan Dunbar provided quick updates on BHNA Board 
activities. The Board approved the response to the draft BRT plan, 
voted to add Alison Hutchins to the Board as at-large member, and 
voted to forgo hosting a redistricting workshop.  
New Business: Historically the BHNA hasn't held a meeting in July. 
There was general consensus that a July meeting and newsletter 
were not necessary. National Night Out - Mike Motsinger said that 
National Night Out will be August 3rd and wondered if the neighbor-
hood was interested in conducting a walk and ice cream event as in 
previous years. The Board approved, and Mike will advertise the 
event on the Listserv and get in touch with Officer Winkle to coordi-
nate. Streetlights - Travis Bailey said that RHDC reached an agree-
ment with Duke Energy about replacing the old sodium halide lumi-
naires with 3000 Kelvin LED luminaires (which are warmer than the 
standard 4000K LEDs, and closer to the old look). Neighbors may 
also request screening be added to the lights since there are smaller 
setbacks than in new neighborhoods. 
Next Meeting: There will be no July meeting. The August meeting 
will likely be in person, possibly hybrid in-person/virtual, as virtual 
meetings have seen higher attendance. 

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 2021 SUCCESS  
 

We had a wonderful, although a bit sticky evening of fun and fellowship as we celebrated NNO 2021. Thanks 
go to Sargent Burgess and Officer Brown for their participation and community care. At the ice cream social, 
we drew a name from a hat among households displaying their BH Community watch house sign. David and 
Holly Greene won a $25 gift certificate to Weaver St. Market. Congratulations. 
Let us continue to look after one another as we build a great Boylan Heights neighborhood. 
Mike Motsinger, Neighborhood Watch Coordinator  


